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What is the objective/purpose of the study you will be proposing?
Objectives in a proposal are the main goals that I have to accomplish when undertaking my research proposal. They are always indicated as general or specific both and sometimes, they all are placed in the research proposal. General objectives are objectives that state the overall goal of the whole proposal while specific objectives are sub-objectives that are aligned in relation to the general objective and relate to specific questions. For example, the general objective: to determine the utilization of maternal and child health services in the nutrition status of children under tow years. Secondary objective: To study the socio-economic status that affects the utilization of these maternal and child health services.
What is your research question?
My research question help to bring out the relationship between two or more variables but I will have to phrase that relationship in the form of a question or as a question. They are usually not more than four in numbers in the research proposal. For example; what are the measures placed to ensure that every mother and child gets access to the maternal and child health services in the country.
Which research approach is best suited for answering your research question -  quantitative, or qualitative, or mixed methods? Explain the rationale for the chosen  method. Use the literature to support your ideas.
The best research approach to use while answering the research question is a mixed method. The mixed-method includes both qualitative method and quantitative methods. Qualitative research approach details with quality and detailed information excluding numbers while the quantitative approach deals with the number of interviews done or the number of research done or the total population estimate of the research taken. For example, in the qualitative approach, there will be no tables or figure that shows the population of the area of the research but it will be included in the quantitative research approach.
Will you be conducting a cross-sectional or longitudinal study? Explain. What are the  strengths of this type of study? Use the literature to support your ideas.
For my research proposal, I will go along with the cross-sectional study. This is simply because the cross-sectional study will allow me to interview so as to collect new data and maybe I can use the information I have collected and compared it with the research done earlier. This kind of study is beneficial to research by, it allows you as a researcher to focus on one point at a time, and use different data samples collected and allows you to give a point in time to change at the societal level. It provides better data and values do change over time. It will also allow me as a researcher to study how society has changed over time.
Discuss the population of interest and how you plan on selecting your study  sample? What is the rationale for your population of interest? Use the literature to  support your ideas.
Population interest is the study area I will carry on my research. For you to carry on a study in a given place, you have to be familiar with the area of the study. You also have to know what’s affecting the area and according to your objectives stated, is area suitable for the study? The population should also be measurable to allow you to have time for sampling your data.
What is the unit of analysis?  
Data analysis is the process of analyzing the data collected to come up with common data for your research. Not all information is relevant, but for you to have quality and quantity data you have to analyze information for better results.
Discuss how you plan on collecting your data - will it be primary data or will it be  secondary data? Where is the data coming from – the data source? What collection tool  will you use (e.g., survey questionnaire, interview guide, focus group guide, etc.)?  
I will collect my data through observation, by interviewing and use of questionnaires. This will help me to have primary data since I will be collecting firsthand information from my sources. Also, I may use a secondary source such as books and journals to compare my research work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Which are your key concepts and constructs? If you are planning on quantitative study, make the constructs measurable. Therefore, discuss the variables of interest? Which is  the dependent variable and which is the independent variable? How the dependent and independent variables measured? What are the covariates? Any other types of variable to consider? Use the literature to support your ideas.
I will have to identify my key variables of the study and the methods of unit measurement to be indicated clearly. The independent variables treat the study in order to know what effect differences. Dependent variables are those which change the level of the independent variable. Some variables may not be identified easily.
Are there any foreseeable ethical issues with your design? Explain. Which ones can you resolve and how? Which ones can you not resolve and why? What ethical considerations must you take into account (e.g., informed consent, deidentifying data, securing the data)? Explain how this will be done. Go back to what you learned in lesson 2 (Ethics) and in the CITI Program.
There will be no ethical issues that I would require for my research.  I will use the research to improve my knowledge and also would like my work to be for open access.
Do you anticipate any limitations to your study? E.g., measurement bias, issues of validity and/or reliability, small sample size, selection bias, etc. Explain.  Important tip: To do well, incorporate the terminology above and provide well-structured explanations, which are based on the readings from the texts and web links. For example, do not just say there is bias and nothing more. You need to be clear about the type of bias and how it can impact the results of the study.  For a well-organized product, see the outline used in the student sample (posted in Blackboard).
There will be limited time for data collection, data analysis, population size and the duration of time set for collecting data. There won’t be enough time and resources to do the research.


